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Relevancy indicators, or category codes, are applied by 

examiners during the examination process to indicate the 

level of relevance to the published application of the 

documents cited in the search report.  While all codes can 

be important depending on the particular interest, only the X 

and Y codes can potentially limit or prevent an application’s 

grant.  These indicators can be found in EP, FR, and PCT 

cited references in Questel’s FamPat and PlusPat databases.

First:  A bit about Relevancy Codes
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Category Codes and FamPat/PlusPat Fields
Category Field Description 

Categories Indicating Particular Relevance 

X XCTX field: High Relevancy
The claimed invention cannot be considered novel or cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is taken 
alone 

Y XCTY field: High Relevancy when combined The 
claimed invention cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is combined with one or more other such 
documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in
the art 

Categories Indicating other Relevant Prior Art 

A XCTA field: Tech Background
Document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance



4

Citation Analysis with Citation Analysis with 
Relevancy CodesRelevancy Codes

Challenge:
• Identify “key” or “seminal” documents in a 

special subject area

Purpose:
• Avoid infringement or rejection
• Claims construction
• Enhance research
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Bluetooth:  A global initiative by Ericsson, 
IBM, Intel, Nokia and Toshiba to set a 
standard for cable-free connectivity between 
mobile phones, mobile PCs, handheld 
computers and other peripherals. It uses 
short-range radio links in the 2.4 GHz 
Instrumentation Scientific and Medical (ISM) 
band.  
Peñasco Valley Telecommunications’ “Glossary of Common 
Telecommunications Terms”
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Step 1: Formulate and run focused subject query 
in the FamPat database (here in Qweb 3).

FamPat has the broadest coverage, key content 
from full text, and citations with relevancy codes.
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Step 2: Use the GET xctx command to analyze the 
set and generate a sorted list of X-rated citations.

The numbers are small; verification 
by all citations is desirable.
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Step 3: Use the GET xct command to analyze the 
set and generate a sorted list of all citations.

Two of the top three numbers in the 
xctx list are at the top – and cited 
heavily.

Let’s get the records for these 
documents.
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Step 4: Use *MEMS to search the top 
two cited standardized numbers (xpn) in 
PlusPat (to see the individual cited 
documents rather than FamPat families).

We retrieve the WO record but not the 
XP.  Let’s look first at the WO record, 
and then return to the XP.
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Step 5: Display the WO PlusPat 
record.
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QPAT users can visualize 
the citation relationships, 
including color-coded 
relevancy pointers.

Few Cited refs Many Citing docs

Our WO reference
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Step 6: Search for the XP record in 
Questel’s NPL database.

The number is 
searched in the AN 
(accession number) 
field of NPL.

The sorted memory 
list is still active and 
may be used for the 
search.
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Step 7: Display the XP record

This is indeed a seminal reference on Bluetooth technology.  
Unfortunately, the Ericsson Review is available electronically only 
since 1999.
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Step 8: Analyze the original FamPat 
answer set for “Y” references.

More Y instances than X 
for our XP reference
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Step 9: Analyze the original FamPat 
answer set for “A” references.

Heavily cited as state-of-the-art; a 
major reference in the technology
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Thank you for watching.  

We hope you found this useful.

Elliott LinderElliott Linder
Sales ManagerSales Manager


